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To the Edipr—The main mode of trassmission of severe acute
respizatocy corooavirus vires 2 (SARS-CoV 2] s vio droplets”
and %o prevent droplet ] mask ing bas
been advised for healtheare workers and those mdnmmmnmry o
Trammmisvion other than droplet transmisson have alvo been sug-
pested, although evidence iv limited.* We observed coromavirny
diseare 2019 (COVID-19) p-uam whi were Im lh&y to be
infected via droplet through i
of COVID-1$ in healthcare settings.
Between November 20, 200, and February 22, 2021, 7 hospitals
ln 3 cithes I Japun experienced uutmlu of COVID-19. 1n these

itutiona, 9 healthcare workens were d with COVID-19,
They were tested for SARS CoV-2 byRT PCR or antigen test at a
local public health hboratory or at the hospital,

The 9 cases incladed 7 females (78%), and their overall median
age was 67 years (interquartile range [TIQR), 35-74) (Tabde 1),
Amuong these 9 cases, 7 were temporary staff (78%). All of them
reported no contacts with other spasptomanic people nor groups
In their peivate tane In the past 14 days before sympsom onset.
Notably. § of these coses were clening stafl, sod | was » radiologis
mgaged i ndistion messurement of the garbage collected from
the wards contaming sapected COVID- 19 cases. None of the sub-
jects had entered COVID- 19 wards. Ondy 1 case entered the ward
where an Intabuted patient without COVID- 19 was managnl, and

APy bor comveppeadencn Takups Vimagadl Bt wd ol g p

Clte thiv artche: Kuvors M. aval (30215 Possble contact trassmsmnn o seves scas
PRy COrtA U VW T LSARS GV 200 by aett g b fapun, 2300- 2001
linfection Lorwrod @ Hunptel Epudevwvlegy, betpes| dot o/ 10,000 Shca 20t 154

none of the others entered wards with patients who underwent
uerosol-producing procedures.* One case of cleaning staff collecred
garbage from ench patient’s room, bot she dented talking o
patients. All other cases desied mlking wih COVID-19 cases
and other il patients. Four cases did oot take rest breaks indluding
at lunch time {#1'%), bex the other 5 cases had a rest break every
wark day. Of these 5 cases, 1 bad talked with his colleagies during
the bresk. Hand hygene status during wock was uncertain in
4 cases. The rachologst did noe pse alcohol-based hand rubs mar
wash hands during meassrements During work, 8 cases wore a
wargionl musk (39%) msd | ware 4 puper mask while working.
Also, 5 casen S ot wear a gown (56%) and the other 4 cases wore
an apeon; only | woce a face shiekd (11%). Pervonal protective
(PPE) was provided for these woekess by <3
c bu was bot ad q and akobel based hand rubs were
not pmﬂded Thus, soese of them bought FPE for themmedves,
such as eye protection. They had limuted opportunities for infec-
ton prevention and contred (IPC) training. Information about
the COVID-19 outbreak was not peovided for them In a timely
manner.

I thim &5 3 Gase yeries, workers with COVID- 19 did mot have »
clear history of direct contacs weh confimeed COVID- 19 cases in
this heakthcare sesting during outbeeaks It was less Ukely that the
canes were lafectal with SARS-CoV-2 In the community because
the incidence of COVID-19 in the cities was low (~1-8 cases per
100,000 population per day) and they were maainky the dderly who
denied golng out after work and In weekends. We identfled 3 pos.
able transmission routes for these Cases: indifect contact transimis-
woo, bson via and sirborne transmasson

{HIp
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